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TO THE AUTHOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 
Sir, 

I have sent you what Parts would be agreeable of my Friend's 
Performance for your Collection, and thank you for inserting 
them. His whole Work, of which these may serve as so many 
Specimens, will soon be sent to Press, and adorn'd with Draughts 
of the principal Places he has seen. The Reason I have not sent 
you his Account of New York and Albany, is, that they are too 
diffusive for your Design, and interwoven with several Disserta- 
tions, that would be too prolix for your Readers; for which 
Eeason I have also left out the Dissertation on the Tobacco 
Trade, and several Important Matters relative to Virginia and 
Maryland, which might not be so properly retail'd out in this 
Manner. The same Reasons I gave you [See London Maga- 
zine, March, 1746, p. 125.] for not touching further on Caro- 
lina and its City Charles-Town, and other Places; and as to 
his Voyages to and from Europe, Remarks on Scotland and the 
North of England, and coasting Voyage from thence, &c, they 
did not come within the Title we first set out under, viz., 
Itinerant Observations in America. As to his account of Flor- 
ida, you have the Substance of it in a Pamphlet lately publish'd 
by him. [Expedition to St. Augustine printed for T. Astley, 
in the Year 1744.] Thus having wound up my Bottom, it may 
not be amiss to give the Order in which it would be proper to 
peruse what Itinerant Observations you have in your Maga- 
zine, viz., to begin with March, 1746, then proceed to May, 
July, November, and December, 1746; then those in August, 
November, December, 1745; which preserves the Chain of the 
Narration. 

I am, Yours, &c, Anonymtjs. 



LETTERS TO THOMAS WALKER GILMER. 

The founder of the Gilmer family was Dr. George Gilmer, who was 
the son of William Gilmer, an advocate, and was born near Edinburgh 
in 1700. He studied medicine at the University of Edinburgh, and went 
to London to practice his profession with Dr. Ridgway. He married the 
daughter of his partner, and, in 1731, came to Williamsburg, in 
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Virginia, where he practiced medicine and managed the affairs of a 
land company. Hia wife dying, he married, secondly, in 1732, Mary 
Peachy, daughter of Dr. Thomas Walker of King and Queen county and 
sister of Dr. Thomas Walker, of Albemarle. By her he had two sons — 
Peachy Ridgway and George. In 1745, he married, thirdly, Harrison 
Blair, a sister of Hon. John Blair, President of the Virginia Council, 
nephew of James Blair, President and Pounder of William and Mary 
College. This last wife bore two sons — John and William — and died 
November 2, 1755. Dr. Gilmer died, in Williamsburg, January 15, 
1757. His son, Peachy Ridgway Gilmer, was the grandfather of George 
R. Gilmer, Governor of Georgia; and his son, Dr. George Gilmer, was 
the grandfather of Thomas Walker Gilmer above mentioned. Dr. George 
Gilmer, second of that name, was born in Williamsburg, January 19, 
1743. He was a student at William and Mary College, and studied 
medicine under his uncle, Dr. Thomas Walker, the celebrated traveller 
and explorer. He then went to the University of Edinburgh, where he 
graduated. He practiced medicine in Williamsburg, and kept a drug 
store with John Minson Gait. He moved to Albemarle county, and 
when the Revolutionary War broke out, was very active in military 
matters. He was an intimate friend of Thomas Jefferson, and, in 1774, 
represented Albemarle county in the House of Burgesses. In 1775, he 
was an alternate of Thomas Jefferson, in the convention which met in 
Williamsburg. This Dr. George Gilmer married his cousin, Lucy 
Walker, daughter of Dr. Thomas Walker, and had ten children. Of 
these, Mildred Gilmer, born August 15, 1772, married, May 28, 1795, 
William Wirt, and died September, 1799. She was buried at "Pen 
Park," the Gilmer residence, near Charlottesville, Virginia. Francis 
Walker Gilmer, the youngest son, was one of the most brilliant men 
of Virginia. He died young, but, in the opinion of Mr. Wirt, had few 
peers for learning and culture. Mr. Jefferson sent him to Europe to 
select the professors for the University, and he was elected the first 
professor of law in that institution. His brother, George Gilmer, M. D., 
married Elizabeth Hudson, daughter of Captain Christopher Hudson, a 
soldier of the Revolution. They had nine children, of whom Thomas 
Walker Gilmer, born April 6, 1802, was the eldest. He was a precocious 
boy, fond of books, and very ambitious. He studied law, and speedily 
won much reputation at the bar of his county. He entered politics in 
1825, as a strong States rights man, and supported General Jackson in 
1828. He edited the Virginia Advocate in Jackson's interest. In 1829, 
he was elected to the Virginia House of Delegates, and in 1831, as 
Commissioner for the State, prosecuted successfully Virginia's Revolu- 
tionary claims upon the United States. In 1832 he was re-elected to 
the Legislature, and in the nullification controversy, while he did not 
approve the policy of South Carolina, he strongly condemned the 
proclamation of Andrew Jackson. 



William and Mary QuAErEELT. 227 

In company with John Tyler and a host of other States rights men, he 
left the party, and finally united with the National Republicans, in 1834, 
to form the Whig party. He was re-elected to the Legislature, in 1835, 
and in 1838, and was made Speaker of the House. He supported John 
Tyler for senator, arid in February, 1840, was elected governor. His 
administration was noted principally for his controversy with Governor 
Seward, of New York. Before his year was out, he resigned, and was 
elected to the House of Representatives. When the Whigs broke with 
President Tyler, he remained true to his position in the canvaa preced- 
ing, and would not vote for a national bank. He was one of the Presi- 
dent's "Corporal's Guard," and a strong supporter of the annexation of 
Texas. On February 15, 1844, he was appointed Secretary of the Navy, 
on the endorsement of the leading men in Congress. Thirteen days later 
he was killed on board the Princeton Man-of-War by the bursting of a' 
gun. He was buried at " Mount Air," Albemarle county Virginia. 

Of Thomas W. Gilmer, his> cousin and colleague, George R. Gilmer, 
said: "Judging by what he did, he would, if he had lived, have been 
the first man of his country, as he was of his name." 

From Charles A. WicMiffe. 

Washington, Dec. 15 th , 1832. 
My Dear Sir : 

May I take the liberty of ■writing to you? You are the 
only member of the V a . Delegation with whom I have an ac- 
quaintance. The crisis is an important one, it is big with the 
fate of our belovedi country. "What shall be done?" Let Vir- 
ginia but speak in a voice of pure and unadulterated democ- 
racy such as distinguished Jefferson in '98 and our institutions 
are safe. The principles avowed in the president's proclama- 
tion to the extent they go; of making war upon an independent 
State, of calling an armed force into the field (not to suppress 
a mob or a lawless assemblage of the people, to assist the exe- 
cution of the laws, but to wage war upon an Independent Sov- 
ereign State for claiming the power of protecting her reserved 
rights) (will) put am end to the liberties of this country if 
carried into effect, and lay prostrate at the foot of a military 
despotism our invaluable constitution. After a time, if the 
States submit to the principles avowed by the President what 
has been tolerated as remonstrance by a State will be held as 
resistance and treason. And who is this mighty arbiter, to de- 
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cide when a State is rebellious or factious — the President ! ! ! 
the creature of the States. Is this the law of the land ? Is this 
the constitution and the government, which Virginia gave it and 
which Virginia has defended? 

The time has come when she must speak. She will not be 
appalled by names. I hope she can save the Union and she must 
do it. Speak aloud, demand that the military from now con- 
gregating in South Carolina should be marched back. Call for 
a convention if that be the best. Call for anything but the 
blood of our brothers. Your delegation in congress are ready to 
respond and join you. They are in a state of high and patriotic 
excitement. Now is the time for action in V. Do not delay. 
I beseech you. 

I am as you know what is called a tariff man. I have con- 
demned the course of South Carolina and do think her course 
wrong. She thinks otherwise and will not retrace her steps. 
In the same grave she will entomb her sons with her liberties. 
I write under influences of feelings such as I have never before 
felt. I lenow the President meditates war, and I fear he is too 
anxious for it; and unless Virginia's voice is heard in a tone 
of thunder and that soon it will be too late. 

Why delay the election of Tyler? Can Virginia wish to cast 
from the councils of the nation at this time so invaluable a man? 
If not bring it on at once. He is directly opposed to the doc- 
trines of the proclamation. I was with him this evening and 
he seems to have forgotten all other subjects but the fate of his 
country should the principles of the proclamation prevail. His 
language breathed the spirit of patriotism and the principles 
of '98. 

You will excuse this intrusion by one who has no claims to 
your correspondence or right to tax your labours, but I should 
like to hear from you. 

Yours respectfully, C. A. Wickliffe. 1 



iC. A. Wiekliffe, of Kentucky, was postmaster general under President 
Tyler. Gilmer was a member of the House of Delegates of Virginia at 
this time. 
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From Judge Abel P. Upshur. 

Eichmond, Nov b 27, 1840. 
D r Sir: 

When I left Williamsburg five days ago I was charged by 
Doctor Peachy with a verbal message to you, which I should 
deliver personally, but for your absence from town. The Doctor 
requests that you would "read the last year's report from the 
College of W m . and Mary to the Legislature before you close 
your message to that body." This is all that he requested me to 
say, but I have no doubt that he expected me to say something 
more ; and with your leave, I will do so. 

There are now one hundred & four students in the College, 
which is more than could be expected, in the present condition 
of the country. It is probably more, in proportion^ than can be 
found at any other Institution in the State. They are remark- 
able for their studious habits & orderly conduct; which, con- 
sidering the character of the College in that respect, until 
within a few years past, is a decisive proof of the excellence 
of the discipline which now prevails. I say nothing of the char- 
acter of the Professors, because you know them as well as I do, 
& doubtless, respect them as highly. But I may be allowed to 
say that I have been a student both of Yale & Princeton col- 
leges, & in neither of them have I seen as able a body of Pro- 
fessors, as judicious a system of discipline, or as profitable a 
course of study. W m . & Mary College has educated most of the 
distinguished men who have done honor, not only to Virginia, 
but to the United States; & if I may be allowed to judge of 
the future by the promises of the present time, she has, within 
the last few years prepared, & is now preparing, others who will 
prove themselves worthy to be the successors of the good & great 
who have heretofore come out from the same academic halls. 

But she needs help; & does she not deserve it? It is re- 
markable that W m . & Mary College, the oldest & most renowned 
of our Literary Institutions, has received little or no aid from 
the Legislature, while a very liberal spirit has been manifested 
towards almost all the rest. I know it is supposed that she is 
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already rich, but this is a great mistake. She can barely get 
along with very moderate salaries to a very small corps of Pro- 
fessors, & with a most vigorously economical administration of 
her funds in other respects. The College edifices require re- 
pairs, & the system of instruction ought to be extended. I think 
it cannot be doubted that with a little aid from our Legisla- 
ture^ — even with less than her just proportion — she will place 
herself in a condition to confer more solid benefit upon the State, 
than any other of her seminaries 1 of learning. 

I am sure you will excuse the liberty I take, in bringing this 
subject to your notice. It is one of deep interest to me, & as I 
think, to all Virginia, nay, to all the South. 

I am your obt. sr. A. P. Upshur. 1 

From Judge George W. Hopkins. 

Washington City, Sep. 4th, 1841. 
My Dear Sir. 

I write merely to fulfill my promise, for really I have no 
news. I intended to call on the President this evening with the 
view of saying that I should write, and that I felt anxious to 
know whether it was desirable that you should return. En- 
gagements have prevented me from doing so. Things stand 
about as they did when' you left, except that the land bill has 
received the signature of the President. So far as I have been 
able to ascertain, this has produced far less feeling with the 
democratic party than I anticipated. The Senate is engaged 
with the revenue bill, and have included tea & coffee in the list 
of free articles by a vote of 39 to 10. M r . Clay is said to have 
asserted in the Senate to-day, that the expenditures of the cur- 
rent year, will exceed the receipts from all sources at least 15 
millions of dollars. These developments have inspired some of 
us with the belief, that the Land bill may be arrested next ses- 
sion, at least so far a® to suspend its operations untill the rev- 

"Abel P. Upshur was Secretary of State under President Tyler. He 
was at this time Judge of the General Court of Virginia. Thomas W. 
Gilmer was Governor. 
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enues without the land sales, shall be adequate for the legiti- 
mate wants of the government. We do not know when the veto 
will be sent to us — some think Monday, some Tuesday and others 
on Wednesday. I am sorry that I cannot say when, but perhaps 
you know enough to satisfy yourself as to your own course. 
Habersham of Geo., told me today that the whigs were looking 
for a blow up of the cabinet on Tuesday. 

We are all becoming quite impatient and anxious to leave for 
our homes. I feel much anxiety about old Albemarle. God send 
her a safe deliverance. I am sure you will do your duty. 

I think you had better return, at any rate on Wednesday. I 
intend if Speaker White will allow me, to come out upon the 
veto, and openly to espouse the cause of Tyler. I presume we 
shall have a furious debate. 

Accept assurances of my kindest regard, and believe me to be 
Your friend, Geo. W. Hopkins. 1 

From Orenville T. Winthrop. 

Watertown, Mass ts ., 4 October, 1841. 

Bear Sir: 

I reed, several public documents from you, during y* re- 
cent session of Congress ; and beg you to accept my grateful ac- 
knowledgements for your kindness. 

The most interesting among these papers is a speech of your 
own "on y* Fiscal corporation bill" — I have read it with much 
satisfaction, and esteem it one of y e most convincing arguments 
among those which were urged ag st this bill, as well as a most 
able defence of y e course pursued by a portion of y Representa- 
tives of y e great and honored Commonwealth of Yirginia. You 
will pardon me, I trust, when I tell you that I am wholly at a 
loss to imagine how a gentleman, expressing such sentiments as 
those contained in y r . speech, could have enlisted his talents in 
behalf of General Harrison. I had always regarded it as a 
marvel y* y e Statesmen of Virginia could be induced to place 
confidence in a man, whose best recommendation was y' his 

iHopkins was a member, at this time, of the House of Representatives. 
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opinions could be quoted to accommodate y e views of individuals 
of opposite political parties — Nor have these speeches of yours 
at all diminished my amasement. You compliment Pres'. Tyler 
because he possesses y e very qualities for y e total want of which 
General Harrison was supported. 

The Whig Orators, in this part of y e country at least, advo- 
cated y e election of Gen r Harrison upon y e ground y* he had no 
opinions of his own — or, if he had any — y' he would yield them 
all up at y* summons of a majority of Congress. You applaud 
Mr. Tyler for asserting his opinions, and maintaining his posi- 
tion, despite y e declared will of Congress. 

No one — no matter what his opinions or predilections may 
be — can doubt that Mr. Tyler has taken y e right ground — The 
Constitution gives y e veto power to y e Pres'. and he is bound to 
exercise it as his reason and his conscience direct. 

In common with y e Democratic party, I should dislike to see 
y e Presidents' perogative stretched beyond its constitutional 
limits. But, at y e same time, I cannot imagine y* y c wise and 
good men who framed y e Constitution intended that y e Pres'. 
should be such but in name. The Constitution confers certain 
powers upon, and exacts certain duties of this branch of y e 
Gov'., and a consideration is paid for y e proper exercise and per- 
formance of them. If we deprive y e Pres*. of his powers, or 
make no demands upom his services, we should withdraw his 
compensation. 

The Federal party evidently think a Pres'. of y e U. S. should 
be that "Grand Functionary" which y e Abbe Sieyes proposed to 
make Napoleon "with no power except to give away offices." 

But I am writing a long letter, whereas I had intended to say 
but a single word, and that of gratitude for your kindness. 

I cannot forbear, however, even at y e risk of encroaching upon 
y r . patience, to say a single word in relation to y e plan of a 
"Fiscal Agent." I must, first, say to you, candidly, y' I am op- 
posed to a Bank of any kind — believing y e "Sub Treasury" to be 
y e only constitutional mode of collecting and disbursing y e pub- 
lic monies. But if we cannot have this, why then let us have y e 
best substitute which can be devised. 
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I am glad that President Tyler objects to any institution 
which shall have power to discount either notes of band or do- 
mestic bills of exchange. There is no sort of difference by the 
way, between these two species of paper, except in y e name. 

The merchants desire y* y e rates of exchange may be regu- 
lated; and they think y establishment of a U. S. Bank neces- 
sary to the accomplishment of this object. Trade must always 
govern exchange; and always would do so, satisfactorily, if all 
y e Banks were solvent. But in one section of y e country ye 
Banks pay specie, while in another they do not, — this will ac- 
count for y e enormously high rates of exchange which are paid 
between y e North and South west. 

If there must be a Begulator, why not adopt a plan like this — 
Permit y e collectors of Customs and the receivers of public 
monies to sell Gov' drafts charging a rate of exchange equal 
to y e cost of transporting specie to y e distance (equal to that) 
between y e two points at which y e draft is made and at which it 
is payable. We have an abundance of Gold, and y e cost of its 
transportation to y 6 most remote sections of y e country is trifling. 
If y e policy of y e present administration recognizes y 6 propriety 
of receiving bank bills in pay* of Gov' dues, it would seldom be 
necessary to transport specie from one point to another. In this 
respect y e Gov* would possess advantages equal, certainly with 
those of a Bank. I have thought but little upon y* subject, and 
cannot, therefore, have much confidence in the feasibility of this 
plan. But it strikes me, at first thought, as one calculated to 
obviate some of Pres* Tyler's objections, as well as to be less 
obnoxious in y e view of y e opponents of a U. S. Bank. 

I cannot avoid repeating y* I am opposed to y e establish 4 of 
any Fiscal Agent, other than y e "Sub Treasury." The first po- 
litical act of my life was to oppose (in ye Mass tts Legislature of 
1834) a vote of censure ag* General Jackson for removing y e 
deposits, and the Eesolutions in favor of a TJ. S. Bank. For this 
act I lost my seat in y e following year. In 1839 I was again 
elected 1 ; but was permitted to remain a member but a single 
year, in consequence of some remarks which I made upon y 8 
question of y e currency. 
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You hold y e highest office in y e gift of y e people of y 6 great 
Eepublican State of Virginia, because you advocate y e very same 
principles — opposition to a National Bank, to ye Distribution 
bill, and, its necessary consequent, a high tariff for Eevenue — 
for supporting which I am proscribed in Mass" 3 . And you are 
called a Whig, and I am called a Democrat, a Loco Foco. I 
cannot understand how such a contradiction is to be reconciled. 

Begging y e to pardon y e freedom as well as prolixity with 
which I have written, I have y 6 honor to be, with great consid- 
eration, and unqualified respect 

Yr. obliged, humble serv', 

Grenville T. Winthkop. 
To 

Governor Gilmer — 
P. S. 

I have referred to y e speeches of other in- 
dividuals of "y e Corporals Guard," as well as 
to your own. You only anticipate a veto, 
while others speak of it as realized. 



EXPLORATIONS BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS. 

Abraham Wood came as a little boy of ten years to Virginia in the 
Margaret and John, in the year 1620. This vessel had a great fight in 
the West Indies with two Spanish men-of-war, and, though feebly 
armed and burdened with emigrants and their furniture, beat them 
both off. In the hand-to-hand fight that ensued, the passengers of the 
Margaret and John fought side by side with the sailors. The Captain, 
Anthony Chester, and Dr. Lewis Bohun, the surgeon-general of Virginia, 
performed prodigies of valor, and the latter fell mortally wounded. 
Captain Chester went to his assistance and exclaimed: "Oh, Dr. Bohun! 
What a misfortune is this." The noble doctor replied: "Fight it out, 
brave man, the cause is good, and the Lord receive my soul." Little 
Abraham escaped unharmed, and, in 1625, was living at Jamestown in 
the employment of Captain Samuel Matthews. He rose rapidly to pub- 
lic prominence, was a member of the House of Burgesses, a Member of 



